IMPORTANT CHANGES TO THE CONSUMER INVOLVEMENT FUND AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT FUND
The Oklahoma Developmental Disabilities Council has a long history of supporting individuals with disabilities and their advocates by providing travel assistance for disability-related conferences and events.

Recent changes in State travel policies, coupled with the difficulty of arranging such logistics, have required the Council to re-examine the Consumer Involvement Fund and Professional Development Fund, as originally presented in the brochure.

Please be aware of the following changes in both programs:

· The Council will now require travelers to arrange and pay for expenses related to transportation to/from conferences. This includes private car mileage, as well as public transportation, such as airplanes, buses, or trains.

· The Council will no longer pay for or reimburse transportation expenses.
· Transportation expenses WILL be considered as the traveler’s contribution, as long-required by both the Consumer Involvement Fund and Professional Development Fund. As such, an estimated cost of such transportation expenses should be included in the application.
The Council understands the potential financial burden this may place on travelers. However, we believe that not only will this make travel arrangements more convenient for the traveler(s), but will also allow the Council to send more individuals, families, and professionals to important conferences.

The full, revised versions of the Consumer Involvement Fund and Professional Development Fund are available on-line on the Council’s website: www.OKDDC.ok.gov
For more information or explanation, please call the Council office at (405) 521-4984, or toll-free at 1-800-836-4470.

Thank you.

