September 1, 1999

The Honorable ___________________

Oklahoma State Senate/Oklahoma House of Representatives

State Capitol Building

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma  73105

Dear Senator/Representative _______________:

I am writing to introduce myself to you as a constituent.  My name is John Q. Public and I am the parent of a 10-year-old daughter with autism.  Jane currently attends school at Stonegate Elementary, where she is in fourth grade.  Jane was diagnosed with autism at age 3, and since that time my wife and I have devoted countless hours to assuring she received the services and supports she needs.

As you may know, there currently are no community-based services for children or adults with autism provided by the state of Oklahoma.  While some families are able to access services provided by the Department of Human Services, there are significant barriers to these services.  For example, most services provided by the agency are tied to a primary diagnosis of mental retardation.  Many parents of children with disabilities do manage to have their child tested as mentally retarded in order to receive services, but that seems to perpetuate this class system based on disability type.  The fact of the matter is that autism is a distinct disability with distinct needs quite apart from services persons with mental retardation need to live and work in the community.  

As the next legislative session begins, I ask you to consider the lack of supports available to this significant population.  Please consider me a source of information to you about autism.  I would be happy to answer any questions you might have.

Sincerely,

John Q. Public

123 Elm Street

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73120

(405) 555-1212

